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Deforestation in Madagascar 

The early years of Ambodiriana forest protection (1996-2013) 

Orchids of Ambodiriana 

Recent events (2013-2018) and future? 



  Why deforestation in Madagascar?   

ÅHousing:  traditionally in wood in this area  

ÅCooking : charcoal  

ÅFood: animals, vegetables, fruits, etc.  

ÅSlash and burn (tavy ) 

ÅCharcoal  

ÅLogging : now mostly illegal  

 Rare woods:   Ebony ð Rosewood - Palisander  

   

The traditional custom in the East coast:  

 
Wood belongs to who cuts it  

Land belongs to who clears it  

 

Yet the forest is a traditional resource for the people in the East coast of 

Madagascar  

Photo Adefa 

Photo Adefa 



Fires and smoke 

along the Ankaratra 

mountains of 

Madagascar 

The Moderate 

Resolution Imaging 

Spectroradiometer 

(MODIS) instrument on 

NASA's Aqua satellite 

picked up the heat 

signatures of fires (red 

areas) and smoke on 

October 25, 2011 at 

10:45 UTC (6:45 a.m. 

EDT). These are mostly 

agricultural fires. 

NASA image courtesy 

Jeff Schmaltz, MODIS 

Rapid Response Team. 

Caption by Rob Gutro, 

NASA's Goddard 

Space Flight Center 



 Humid tropical forest of the East coast of Madagascaré 



Mananara National Park 

Verezanantsoro sector 

8 December 2007 



Manjakatompo forest reserve 

22 February 2011 



   Rosewood 

(Dalbergia sp.)  

Masoala National Park  

250 000 ha « protected  » 

     

   100 to 200 trees logged daily  

7 containers of 30 tons per day  

An example of illegal loggingé 

Photos ©Tobias Smith/EIA/Global Witness 

Madagascar tries to dispose of seized stockpiles of illegally logged rosewood. The government must conduct a comprehensive inventory of the 

stockpiles, among other requirements issued by CITES. The current state of affairs, with untold thousands of rosewood logs still unaccounted for, 

and tens of thousands more stacked outside government offices, is widely seen as facilitating continued corruption and illicit activity. 





A 240 ha relict patch of the 

original forest that once covered 

the lowlands of Eastern 

Madagascar 

Photo Chantal Misandeau 



Forêt 

dôAmbodiriana 

Manompana 

Ambodiriana forest seen from offshore 



Manompana main street  
Photo Adefa 



Tintingue bay: a mangrove and a nice orchid spot with Angraecum eburneum 

Photo Jean-Michel Hervouet 



Tintingue mangrove in Manompana 

Angraecum eburneum subsp. superbum Angraecum  sesquipedale 



Humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) 



National 5  é 

Photos Chantal Misandeau 



 Unprotected  areas: a «  tavy  » on the way  to Ambodiriana é 

Photo Adefa ï Dominique Ceylo 


